" Approved For Rel¥4sh. 80dstd¥ 1 L OIARBHEESGH 315R°‘P3°8518°‘}1 1 oy —e

R 16 MAY 1976
C./?Bm‘«’, t"./)‘vf

ClAY ) ASSASS wATION

TUTANY GDD TRIBULY o8 Eop
¥ A American character. ?.-'.: few canrival that of Sen. & ,
P
Walter Mendale upon reviewing the total fuiiice of the

CIA’s persistent effcrts to kil ridel Custyo. “Thank Accorc’in"to npo*ix‘ oft T}t AR, CANT E Sm\!“f‘b IR,
God,” he said, “we're just not very geod at that sort of tions Commiitee, Anas . .
thing.” mf)\'em on ’I{mxxcar‘tc' o (AL O (/ (:E’fté.*ckw fe e« ,)3 e
Most thought{ul observers seemed to draw the same e The v following xf"vv.th < c,ouw
reassuring conciusicn. Even the American Mefia dons afia national con® entic
who had been recruited v the Agency Lo carry out Cas- “later, his emineiice was [
1ro’s execution were segn 25 oo jnicompetent to be reaily . ;"tCC{aEIhO La «.S‘;e”“f(f:
evil. The portrait grawn by the Senate Inteliigence Com- log Marcello, (,dxl") Gan
niittec casts them niore m H.C dzhit of charzeters cut of ountry's Ieading dons,

[.,L/ » (/guj gﬁ:@y;‘fa M
(/ézwﬁ cedion CZ/L«/&)

“The Gang Thuat Couldni Sheot Straight,” bumbling 'l.!B was, in mo.’t, one ¢
after Casiro but apr"reml never getting around to Cuited States and, significantly, the aon uroe G s e

fected by Castro's revolution. Net ondv were his gan-
bling casinos seized but he had been jailed in Cuba. One
would assume that such a man might have co; oniermplaied
tdkmrf on Castro independently. At thar timse, m 1950, X

making anatteppt on s Life,

Such interpretetions of these deadly undertakings are
no doubt cemiorting, but they are unitkely to be more
than exercises in wishful thinking. To begin with, Sen.

at ~ . L.
Robert Mergan (D-N.C3 tells vs “the theory hat pre- astro’s grip on Cuba was by 1o mciins secure. Orce

...Al

rra.m arie accepted his CIA cominission, Castro's days

vailed in the [Senate intelllzence] Coinmitee was that :
should have becn numbered.

the Mafia never tried to kill Castro, that we were being

used.”
+ The comimittec did not p"xsu“ this, but an independ-
ent examination of the avaiiable recerd of ene of the
kew Mafio figures invelvod in thy plot makes us consicer
the troubling pessintity that
Mofiaasgocintes were worsie _' arth Cinsitro,

such a combipation e ohd havdly have secined hhely
I 1060 when the CLA seb ot vo reerint Ui Mafin Ajost
all the mofer wnderwerdd fumties had invested heavily
In Cuba and Castro was {ast mioving to seize their hold-
ings. He hod even put some of their members in jail. The
Mafia’s willingness 10 do the CIA'S dirty work weuld not
then have required explnation.
" Sam Giancana and Joha Roselli are-the two mohsters
wenerally identified witi the Mafia-CIA pist. Bat a third.
Santo Trefficante Jr.. was perhiaps the mmost imjportant of
the three, for it was his men, both in Miami and Havana,
who were supposed to carry out the murder,

Tralficants is generally identifivd as the don of south-
ern Florida, but haisako ene of the chiefs i the Mafia’s
Icee pational confeteration. Once the Avvney decided

toturnto tho mob, it wars inovitable that Trofflcante’s as-

sistazce W c'u‘d be seught, Alone among the principal

dons, he had Ived in Cetan 82 0ad budt o burce nreamzie
tion there .u,fl still had o nuonber of awsociates in Uns-

tro’s Havana.-Mereover, his prolessional experience
made him ideally suited for assassination work.

He hud iearned the Lusd ness from bis futher, Sanin
Traflicente br,w!n; Copee rony Sieily in 106 I w Tampa,
where fre baill and ranosos e family for the nest 50
yeurs, In 1058, a ,\cq: sooveang ash x RIG Iy inpt
oinhis life, Sento Josaeuesdnd by mu-r

In the first sew vears oF Lis rule, Tampe was plagicd
swith: gangland murder: . 1 voas himseil 5 e atdinge sus-
_pect it the 1957 burlvu%'.o,' caecution of Albert Anasta-
tsia, the old ehief of Murder thearporated. Aec o patiied
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fia’s New York el Lo ught bedore e kaltmg.

that at fegst some of the U A's

“Nareotics: "There are uncontivined run:

A Question of Loyalties-

'Y"\ JE INITIAL PLOY cafied for polscning Castro in

s his faverite Havana restaurant, where sne of Traf-
flcante’s mon worked. The CIA's Technia! Ser veoes Dnvis
s supplivd deudly botulinem torin which Bohert Ma-
Lo vy coordinaiing: the nobl's ef forts for the CEA,
dioan cxldeasseciated with Traffivante at the Fone
taineblou Hotel in Miamft Beach. Frome thero Tragli-
CAGLE's courior was to deliver tha puison pils to the man
inctie Hovanaorestavcant,

Albof ihls touk place in Marel and April el 1961, bt

i

be ore the Bay of Pigs. Accounts vary as to why the plan
fatled. One version is that the avthorization o adminis-
ter the poison never came throusgh; anoether, that Casira
stopped going to the restaurant.

The mest intriguing theory was proposed by the CIA's
deputy inspector genceral. Scott Breckenrides, 1o a Sen-
ate staff member. Breckenridee. who had been respasi-
ble for investigating the CIA-Mafia plut, mamisined that
Traificante had been providing Cas tm with detits of
the pletall atone,

Bur why would Santo Trafficante, of 'r’l people, dfy
his? One pessible explanaticn is proyesed in a July -
JWL, report v Trafficante by the Feleral Burcan nl'
e Cehan
ce populiticn i Miamid that, when Fidel Castro ran
nerican racketeers out of Cuba and saized the casie
nes, e kept Sanwo Trafficante Jr.in il 1o juake it ap-
peor that e had & versanal dishike for Trasiicante, who
in fact Trafficanie is an agent of Castro. T;
legedly Castro's outlet for
country.”
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